This file contains a sample press release that can be customised to reflect your own gliding club and your community.

It is suggested that this is sent to your local press as soon as possible.  The press release will have most benefit to you if you send it to the local papers covering your entire membership catchment area, not just those covering your club’s location.

The press release should be reformatted as necessary to match your club stationery.  However, it is recommended that the general layout (double line spacing, separate editors’ notes etc) is maintained.







PRESS RELEASE

Your Town,   June 30th, 2006
Your Gliding Club Offers Gliding Scholarships 

Your gliding club, based at your location, has announced details of a scholarship scheme to help aspiring young glider pilots to take up the sport.

The scheme, which is open to any person aged between 15 and 17 in full time education, is being run in conjunction with the British Gliding Association.  Funding has come from the Royal Aeronautical Society’s Centennial Scholarship Fund which was set up to commemorate the centenary of the Wright Brothers fist flight, on 17th December 1903.  

Applications are sought from those who have wanted to take up the sport, but have perhaps been deterred by lack of funds.  Successful applicants will receive a scholarship to fund their initial training to get them well on the way to gaining their “wings”.

Your chairman/CFI name, their position at your club said:  “It is not widely known that gliding was a major contributor to the Wright brother’s success.   They undertook a lengthy series of trials in full scale gliders in the two years preceding their first powered flight.  These enabled them to gain a satisfactory standard of piloting skills and, most importantly, produced the flight test information they needed to develop a satisfactory method of aircraft control.  It’s appropriate, therefore, that in making this award the Royal Aeronautical Society’s Centennial Scholarship Fund is recognising this contribution.  We hope that the awards will encourage young people in and around your area to take up the sport – either as the first steps in an aviation career or simply to enjoy the thrills that gliding offers.

Further information is available from your contact, their position at your club on telephone number.
Ends
Editors’ Notes
Gliding

Gliding is the ultimate free flying experience. It is a truly diverse sport that can be enjoyed at all levels: from the thriving club scene, to aerobatics, to the international racing competitions, currently dominated by British pilots (with two current World Champions).  Each of the last three World Junior Champions have been British.

Gliders soar using the same air currents that birds use to fly, but have also been designed with the kind of aerodynamic efficiency that enables top speeds of up to 170 mph. Distances of over 600 miles have been covered in one day in the UK and heights of almost 40,000 feet have been achieved. Gliding offers the freedom to explore the world from a unique birds eye view and discover the many moods of the sky.

Gliding is a sport for all ages.  As a general rule, gliding is fairly unrestrictive in who can fly.  The only age limit in gliding is that one must be 16 to go solo. However, that's not to say that you cannot train with an instructor before 16. Indeed, many trainees go solo on their 16th birthday! Subject to meeting fairly straightforward medical requirements, there is no upper age limit – in general, if you are fit enough to drive a car, you are fit enough to keep flying.

Competitive gliding is a sport in which Britain leads the world.  In the last 14 world championships, the British team has produced nine World Champions and been placed in the top three on nineteen separate occasions.  In 25 years, there have been twelve British World Champions and fourteen other medal winners. 

Your Club
Enter some information about your club here.
Royal Aeronautical Society
The Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS) is the oldest and most prestigious learned society in the world for professionals working in aviation and related spheres of activity. Founded in 1866 it played a major role as a scientific forum for concepts and experimental work in the years leading up to the first manned flight and its archives include much personal correspondence with the Wrights themselves. 

The Royal Aeronautical Society is "the one multidisciplinary professional institution dedicated to the global aerospace community". The RAeS is the world's only professional body which caters for the entire aerospace community.
Indeed, the RAeS is justifiably proud of its members' range of disciplines, not just engineers and pilots, but also doctors, legal specialists, bankers, air traffic controllers, cabin crew, marketers, journalists, etc. Anybody who is a professional within the aerospace industry can belong to the RAeS and indeed many of them do. The aerospace industry is global and The Royal Aeronautical Society reflects this. Although centred in the United Kingdom, it has members in almost 100 countries worldwide. 

Press information is available from:

Your Contact

Telephone Number
