Opportunity for gliding clubs - £1000 grants available 
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Informal Adult Learning Funding
as part of the
Learning Revolution October Festival of Learning
The BGA is delighted to announce that the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) has allocated funding to enable 20 gliding clubs (in England) to take part in the Learning Revolution October Festival of Learning. The festival is being used by BIS to showcase informal learning activities that are already available for people to take part in. Gliding was identified as a suitable sporting activity and the BGA was invited by the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR) to make a bid for funding.

The BGA has 20 grants of £1000 for English gliding clubs.

In return, we will need your club to find and fly at least 15 adults (19 and over) who wouldn’t normally glide, during October. We realise that time is tight (and you probably don’t have time to take this through the Committee meeting process), but this opportunity was only made available on September 24th. 

CCPR has highlighted involving people from rural areas as a way that gliding clubs can contribute to the overall project results. In DEFRA definitions, this includes small market towns, so there should be plenty of scope in the area surrounding your club.

BIS is also keen for this money to be used to encourage new groups to try flying. In their feedback form they list: 

· Older people 

· Families 

· People from a specific ethnic background 

· People at risk of social exclusion 

· People from an area of deprivation 

· People with disabilities 

· People with Skills for Life support needs

· People in the workplace 


· Other (please specify)

You can use the money to place press adverts, but why not take a more proactive approach? If you think about your local community, where can you find groups of people who might like a free flight? How about the local job centre? What about an area of deprivation – generally as defined by demographic analysis? This is not necessarily an inner city sink estate. It may be somewhere with a lack of public transport, a higher incidence of people on benefits or a lack of access to free dentistry. The chances are, if it’s rural, it will be ‘deprived’. If you aren’t sure which local communities suffer from ‘deprivation’, then put in a call to your local council and ask to talk to their economic or community unit. Their local community officer may well have suggestions for specific contacts and groups you can approach.
You can use the money for any costs relating to the running of your day. This will include flying costs, marketing, cost of arranging transport (e.g. minibus pickup) for participants, volunteer expenses (including travel), lunch, refreshments and so on. The balance will be for the club in compensation for the disruption to normal flying activities that result from running such an open day. Essentially you will get £1000 to open up your club to your local community and to showcase gliding as a sport for all sorts of people to get involved with. Sporting activities are now being recognised as a valuable way of learning new skills – gliding has a great deal to offer!
Application process
You will need to complete the application form. On this you will need to describe: 
· how you will attract members of your local community 

· how you will run the activities so that you give participants an enjoyable day out 
The BGA will use this form to ensure that your club meets the criteria. If more than 20 clubs do so, funding will be prioritised according to the size of membership of each club, with smaller clubs receiving highest priority.

The first applicants will be considered on merit of application (competitively) on Thursday 8th October 2009, with the final deadline being Thursday 22nd October 2009. 

Applications received after Thursday 8th October will be considered only if funding is still available, and then on a first come, first served basis, provided the criteria are met. 

The BGA’s decision is final. 
To summarise, all activities should be:

· Held in the month of October

· Aimed at adults aged 19 years and over

· Held in England

· Where possible aimed at groups that would not normally take part in gliding
After the open day
You will need to submit a form to show the numbers of people who flew and how they benefitted. 
The funding is conditional on this, so the £1000 will be released in two parts, £500 up front and the remaining £500 when we receive the satisfactorily completed forms. 

Publicity

You will be required to publicise your event by submitting details to both the BIS and the BGA websites. Further information about this will be sent with your confirmation letter. 

As this is a Government Festival, there is a website for promoting local community events which your club will need to sign up to and all manner of publicity materials for you to use. 
Evidence for future funding bids and projects

It would be very helpful if you could take photographs and record comments from people who take part. This is something that we can all use in future club promotion and to demonstrate the value of gliding as a learning activity. The BGA is keen to put together a project portfolio and to run something in S&G.
[image: image2.jpg]


Further information, including an application form, is available from the BGA website 
