ADVICE and GUIDANCE TO VISITING PILOTS
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0 Introduction

Visiting pilots to your club should be given clear advice and guidance on the specific flying rules and operational practices at your site; they need a guide to potential hazards which might not exist elsewhere.

It is entirely possible that such information is available within other club publications such as Flying, Site or Operations Manuals. A visiting pilot, however, needs only to understand the information required to ensure that he can fly safely and fit in with local practices. Please remember that many local customs and practices may well be handed down by word of mouth only. Although difficult, it is these “gems” that, when clearly captured, will greatly assist the visiting pilot to fly both safely and enjoyably.

The information should be available on the Club’s web-site.

The following sections contain brief outlines of the topics that should be covered. Clubs operating within a complex environment (airfield operations, airspace or terrain) may need to expand the briefing points.

The simplest way of generating such a document might well be to “cut and paste” from existing club material.
1 Background to the Club and its Operations

The club information including telephone numbers 

Accident & emergency procedures
Policy on medicals, logbooks, visitor briefings, site briefings, familiarisation flights and currency/refresher flights

Morning briefings 
Availability of self briefing tools – NOTAMS and MET – wireless internet codes etc
Daily pre-flight authorisation: Required? 
Radio; local frequencies and their use

Use of club vehicles
2 Airfield
Brief description of Runs (but see photos/maps Section 6)

Specific issues: public rights-of-way

Areas to be avoided on the airfield and during take-off and landing

Nearby airfields or other conflicts

Any specific use of particular radio frequencies

Other, non-gliding, airfield users
3 Trailers & Rigging
Rigging areas; parking areas for cars, trailers and overnight gliders

The need to picket both trailers & gliders against strong winds, possibly even during the summer months?

Tow-out and return routes to the various launch-points 

4 Launching & Landing
For aero-tow, wire launching and bungee:

· Normal launching procedures including signaling
· Launch failure options
· Normal and ab-normal landing areas

· Taxiing off
· Preferential routes for retrieving

Turbo/self-launching noise avoidance zones.
Circuit directions /procedures (mirror circuits?)

Crossing landing runs airborne / on the ground (winch wire crossing?)

For sites where there are very large differences in circuit and airfield procedures in differing wind/weather conditions, are checks flights ‘for the day’ required.
5 Local Area Maps and Photographs
A large scale map and photographs of the site can be very useful in explaining the local procedures. Where hill soaring takes place, further photos & maps may be the clearest way of simply illustrating both best practice and pitfalls:
· Normal launch points for each wind direction.

· Public footpaths and roads that run near to/adjacent to the airfield.

· Slopes/rough ground and any other significant feature that affects launching and landing 

· Glider and trailer parking

6 Airspace
Need for up to date maps 
Details of Local Airspace, TRA(G)s and Letters of Agreement
Availability of and the need to check the NOTAMS
7 Soaring
Advice on soaring including 

· Local hot-spots

· Ridge soaring
· Right of way

· Mixing with other traffic (e.g. hang gliders)
· Minimum heights to get back/start circuit

· Land-out options

· Wave
In hilly our mountainous areas, “bad weather/poor soaring escape routes” with minimum recommended heights

Good and bad land out areas
· Any no-go fields/zones (Horses etc)

8 Club Aircraft
Parameters for allowing visiting pilots who wish to fly club gliders should be set out clearly:

According to their experience, the prevailing conditions and launching methods:

· Check flight or briefing 
· A satisfactory type conversion 
9 Friends & Families

Family, friends & inexperienced crew will probably not be aware of the risks associated with “wandering around” the airfield.

Briefing should cover as a minimum the active areas of the airfield and the likely hazards.

Domestic arrangements / membership / dogs / kids






Advice & Guidance to Visiting Pilots














July 09
                                                                                                      Page 5 of 6 = - 1 
5


