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NEWS RELEASE
Romorantin, France.  Saturday 21st July 2007
Two Women’s World Gliding Gold Medals for UK
Sarah Kelman (Standard Class) and Gill Spreckley (Club Class) have won the Women’s World Gliding Championships this afternoon at Romorantin in the Loire Valley in a double victory that parallels their 2001 successes.
Kelman took the Standard Class gold by a comfortable margin in a competition that she had led from the first day.  In nine days of competition, she won three races and never finished out of the top five.

Spreckley, who had been involved in a tussle for the overall lead with Agnete Oleson (Denmark) and the German pair of Christine Goete and Kathrin Woetzel, finally won the Club Class by a comfortable margin when these three dropped away in the final race. 
These victories mean that Britain currently has five world gliding champions and cements the country’s position at the top of the IGC world rankings. 

Women’s World Gliding Championships
Final results

Standard Class (Race 9) 
1.  Sue Kussbach (GER) – 884 points
2.  Gundula Goeke (GER) – 880
3.  Sarah Kelman (GBR) – 871
4.  Kay Draper (GBR) – 760
Overall Standings
Champion:  Sarah Kelman (GBR) – 6046 points
2.  Jana Veprekova (CZE) - 5519
3.  Joanna Biedermann (POL) –5431
4.  Kay Draper (GBR) – 5195
Club Class (Race 9)
1.  Dana Novakova (CZE) – 879 points
2.  Hana Vokrinkova (CZE) – 877
3.  Halina Rynkiewicz (POL) – 846
4.  Gill Spreckley (GBR) – 825
10.Liz Sparrow (GBR) – 761
16. Rose Johnson (GBR) – 589

Overall Standings 
Champion:  Gill Spreckley (GBR) - 5310 points 
2. Kathrin Woetzel (GER) – 5121 
3. Christine Grote (GER) – 5027
4. Rose Johnson (GBR) – 4871
5. Liz Sparrow (GBR) – 4788
15m Class (Race 9)
1.  Valentina Toporova (UKR) – 904 points
2.  Lenka Kuthanova (CZE) – 874
3.  Marilyne Abadie Berard (FRA) – 866
4.  Lucy Withall (GBR) - 793 

Overall Standings
Champion:  Kathrin Senne (GER) – 6085 points
2.  Anja Kohlrausch (GER) – 5837
3.  Anne Ducarouge (FRA) - 5833
8.  Lucy Withall (GBR) - 4706
…………………../ Ends
EDITOR’S NOTES
1. The Championships run from Wednesday 11th July until Saturday 21st July at Romorantin in the Loire valley in France.  Romorantin is approximately 40 miles east of Tours.

2. Profiles and photographs of all competitors are available from the BGA.  Please contact keith@gliding.co.uk


3. The UK is currently the No 1 nation in the International Gliding Commission Ranking lists.


4. Last year, UK pilots won two men’s world championship gold medals.  Leigh Wells won the Standard Class and Phil Jones won the 18m Class at Eskilstuna in Sweden.  


5. UK Gliding is administered by the British Gliding Association.  There are close to 10,000 active glider pilots and over ½ million glider flights are undertaken each year in the UK.
6. International gliding championships take place over a 10-14 day period.  Each day, the pilots fly a different course, typically of up to 600km in length.  Points are awarded each day and, at the end of the championship, the pilot with the highest aggregate score is declared champion.


7. For further information about competitive gliding, please visit www.gliding.co.uk/press/index.htm or contact:

Keith Auchterlonie
BGA Communications Officer
Tel 01334 828830 / 07736 335578
keith@gliding.co.uk


8. The BGA web site is at www.gliding.co.uk                                  
