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Leicester, Monday 27th June 2011

British Pilot Wins Silver at Women’s World Gliding Championship
Ayala Liran, an IT Manager from Tadley, Hants, has won a silver medal at the Women’s World Gliding Championship which finished this weekend at Arboga in Sweden.
At the end of the fortnight long contest, Liran finished just 73 points behind the winner in the Club Class, Denmark’s Agnete Olsen. Liz Sparrow, who flies with Liran at the Lasham club in Hampshire came fifth, while the third UK competitor, Jane Nash, was 10th.
The Standard Class was won by Sue Kussbach from Germany.  Fran Aitken, from Windrusher’s club at Bicester finished 8th in her international debut while Gill Spreckley from Portsmouth, who is ranked No 1 in the world, was 14th.
The medal for Liran came after narrowly missing out in her debut world championships in 2009, after having led the competition throughout.  A committed sportsperson, her other sporting passion is football. She has played for Charlton and Southampton in the Women’s Premier League and earned 12 international caps playing for Israel. 
Results
Club Class
1.  Agnete Olesen (DEN) 2435 points
2.  Ayala Liran (GBR) 2362 
3.  Amelie Audier (FRA) 2328
5.  Elizabeth Sparrow (GBR) 2090
10. Jane Nash (GBR) 1902
Standard Class
1. Sue Kussbach (GER)2443 points
2. Gunilla Lindell (SWE) 2432
3. Gaby Haberkern (GER) 2364 
8. Francesca Aitken (GBR) 2132
14. Gill Spreckley (GBR) 1792
Ends

For further information, please contact Keith Auchterlonie on 0116 289 2956, keith@gliding.co.uk
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