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The turn can be in either direction. A use-
ful tip is to turn away from the runway so
that you can see it for the roll-out, directly al
right angles.

Whilst you are performing your sequence,
the judges will be dictating remarks to their
assistants. Shortly aiterwards, the scorer will
give you the score sheets. The judges’ com-
ments are intended to be helpiul and it is
very worthwhile studying these carefully.
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Go for broke: enter at two levels!

IF you can fly some of the Sports figures but
are not confident of them all, consider
entering at two levels. The rules allow this to
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READING

Airs

pace update

Carr Withall, chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee, provides a

brief assessment of 2006 and

the annual reminder on airspace

information and recommended procedures for cross-country flights
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safety and other users of airspace.

Division Flight Level
This year on March 15 the UK came in line
with the rest of Europe and adopted Flight
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Class D airspace
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fairspace section). There is also a form to
complete if a pilot has successfully flown
through or been denied access to, Class D
airspace, which is also on the BGA website
On August 31, 2006 new areas of Class D
controlled airspace at Bristol and Cardiff
came into effect together with the Letter of
Agreement to allow access for gliders flying
through the area. The new areas are shown
on the map overleaf and the Letter of
Agreement is on the BCA website fairspace)
Please read. and if in doult talk to your CFLL

Code of Conduct for flights through
Class D airspace
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safety and commaonsense take priority over
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he ‘new Class D airspace around Cardiff and Bristol, which came into effect fast year. The Letter of Agreement is on the BGA website I in doubt. consuft your CFi

inavoidably drifting into Class [ airspace

I the cloudbase is so high that one can fly
wer the top of Lyneham or Brize Norton
ones please give them a call They will see
«ou on radar and will assume that vou are in
heir zone and so divert their military traffic
ive miles from the radar target, They should
3¢ helpiul, My personal experience last
swummer with Brize Norton met with “keep
Adear of controlled airspace” every time but
have discussed this with them and trust this
¥l not happen this suntmer.

Parachuting Drop Zones (DZ}

The list of parachute sites and appropriate
zontact ATC frequency is on the aviation
naps as a block of information. Contact the
ATC unit and they will be able to say if the
site is active. The glider pilot can then
equest the DZ frequency Lo oblain the
zurrent activity. By talking directly to the
sarachute site one may cither be allowed Lo
zross salely, il they are having a break, or fly
around the zone if they are busy. However,
most importantly, in the event of a nil
response from the parachule sile frequency
the glider should act on the strategic
imormation given by the ATC unit and
‘emain clear of the site, YOU WILL NEVER
SEE A FREE FALL PARACHUTIST IN TIME
TO TAKE AVOIDING ACTION. IF IN
DOUBT KEEP QUT. The major siles at
-angar, Peterborough/Sibson, Weston on the
Green and Hinton-in-the-Hedges are very
ausy. Be sure to make in-flight R/T calls to
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ascertain actual slalus of 1JZs on your route
An R/T licence is NOT required

Airspace infringements

Once again we have had a good record
Flving on the QFE altimeter setting, which
is aur normal practice, can, however, more
easily lead to an infringement. The BGA
airspace committee suggests that the airfield
QNH be written down on the map before
take-off. When ilying close to the basc of
controlled airspace (his QNH setting, or
1013, as appropriate, should be set on the
altimeter. It is bad practice to add the airfield
height to the altimeter reading during flight

Airproxes
Despite the new symbal for gliding sites on
aviation maps there were several airprox
reports involving gliders at less than winch
iaunch height, both military and civil aircraft
disregarding the symbol on the map. There
were also many other incursions over gliding
sites well below winch launch height

Please report every occurrence of light
aireraft flying low over your sile. There is a
simple form to fill in and send to the CAA
Safety Regulation Group when this happens

If you are considering filing an Afrprox or
suspect one may be filed against you then
please contact cither Hugh Woodsend
(Hugh_Woodsend@compuserve.com or
01993 830588}, Bruce Cooper {01628
521360, bruce.cooper68@virgin.net) ar
Carr Wilhall (carrwithall@btinternet com/

01442 8625771 as soon as possible If carry-
ing a logger please keep the trace The use
of traces may well provide evidence against
exaggerated claims

Maps
There is much useful information at the
bottom and side of the map that can greatly
assist on cross-country flights: for example,
parachute site contact frequencies, ATZ
frequencies, Danger Area activity, etc

In our increasingly-congested skies,
itis essential to use every bit of airspace
possible This can enly he done if the correct
frequency is immediately to hand when you
wish L inform airfieids that vou likely 1o fly
close 1o or over ily

Always fly with the current map NOTE
the new hali-million aviation maps only
show airspace up to FL193 Above this level
it is ALL Class C controlled airspace You
will have read earlier that wave areas have
been agreed so that high-level gliding can
continue, albeit not every day.

Finally, if you're lost...

Remember if you are truly lost and are
worrieel about infringing controlled airspace
cail on the distress irequency 127 50 This
service can very quickly find you as long as
you are above 2,000t and south of
Manchester

Updates and ather uselul iniormation E
are at s plieing <o ukdaieipace
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