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British Gliding Association 
Aircraft Inspection 

 
Date: 12th December 2000       

      

 
Subject:  Flying control surface tape and seals. 
 
Applicability:  All gliders using fabric or Mylar control tape or seals. 
 
Accomplishment: At next and every C of A inspection 
 
Reason:  Use of incorrect type or poor condition control tape or seals can cause aerodynamic control problems. 
 
Instructions: 1/ Inspect the condition of any tape fitted. Any tape found of the incorrect type or in a poor condition, brittle or with 

fraying edges must be replaced. 
2/ It is recommended that “Tessa” fabric tape is used, and it is replaced annually as a matter of course. Or if 
appropriate use Mylar tape, refer to manufacturers information. 

   3/ Ensure that any tape fitted does not restrict the travel of the control surface. 
4/ Aircraft fitted with Mylar seals should be inspected to ensure that the seals are in good condition and attached 
throughout the entire length and any temporary repairs are replaced. Refer to manufacturers information for 
replacement of Mylar seals. 

 
   Optional inspection - inspect condition of control tape and seals at each DI. 
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