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Br i t i sh  G l i d i ng  Assoc ia t i on  
Aircraft Inspection 

 
Date: 11 march 2002       

      

 
Subject:  Flying Controls. Rudder cable jam 
 
Applicability:  Schleicher K18 
 
Accomplishment: Part “A” visual inspection – before next flight (BGA Pilot may certify as part of Daily Inspection) 
   Part “B” Maintenance action – within 10 flight hours 
 
Reason: The rudder cable became jammed in a spiral split in the forward end of the nylon guide tube alongside the pilots 

seat causing the rudder pedal adjustment to unlock and extend to full travel. 
 
Instructions: Part “A” visual inspection. Inspect the forward end of both left and right rudder cable nylon tubes adjacent to the 

forward edge of the pilots seat for evidence of spiral splitting or evidence that the rudder cable has jammed. 
 If a spiral split is present part “B” must be carried out before flight. Some straight wear through the tube is 

acceptable provided the rudder cable cannot jam. 
 
 Part “B” Maintenance action. Trim the free end section of nylon guide tube forward of the front welded support to 

2mm (3/32”). Ensure the cutting action does not mark or cut into the rudder cables. 
 Inspect the remaining nylon tube for wear or splitting. Check that the rudder cable is not chafing on the support at 

the small change of direction as it exits the nylon tube. Inspect the rudder pedal adjusters (Hook teeth and cross 
pin) for excessive wear and the rudder pedal return springs for adequate tension. 
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