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Subiject: Canopy gas struts

Applicability: All gliders that employ gas assist struts to hold canopies open

Accomplishment: At C of A inspections and when a weak strut is suspected

Reason: A weak gas strut allowed a canopy to fall closed causing serious injury pilot’s finger

Instructions: Check operation of strut ensuring that enough ‘spring’ is left to hold canopy open in windy conditions.

Note: Gas struts fail gradually by loss of the high pressure gas. A weak strut may not be noticed until it is required
to hold the canopy open in slightly adverse conditions.
Signs of oily deposits around the ram seal indicate that the gas strut is probably starting to leak.

If Non Genuine struts are used ensure they are neither too weak nor too strong. Too weak and they will allow the
canopy to close inadvertently and too strong and they may put undue strain on the hinges or frame. The strut may
also form part of the canopy jettison system, in which case only genuine parts should be used.
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