LETTER OF AGREEMENT
between

NATS (Services) Ltd
("NATS")
4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham,
Hampshire PG15 7FL

Airspace operated by

NATS Bristol
("NATS Unit")

Control Tower Building
Bristol Airport
North Somerset
BS48 3DV
&
British Gliding Association Lid

("Airspace User”)

8 Merus Court, Meridian Business Park,
Leicester, LE19 TRJ

Together referred to as “the Parties”.

Fffective Date:01/01/2022

Effactive: 01/01/2022 Page 1

NATS — PRIVATE



1 GENERAL

The purpose of this Letter of Agreement is to define the co-ordination procedurss to be applied betwesn NATS
and the British Gliding Association. It defines permitted areas of operation for gliders flying under the auspices of
the Airspace User within the airspace as set out within section 2 of this Agreement.

The intant of this Agreement is to allow a fair and flexible use of airspace to local gliding erganisations and to
other airspace users.

The signatories to this Agreement are accountable for ensuring that the obligations set out by the Procedures in
this Agreement are met in full.

This Agreement shall start on the Effective Date and shall be reviewed every 2 years for safety and applicability.

Where segregated airspace in controlled airspace is required for the purposes of compliance with EU 923/2012
Standardised Rules of the Air, (SERA), the Civil Aviation Authority has autherised NATS to create and operate such
airspace in accordance with this Letter of Agreement. '

2 DESCRIPTION OF AIRSPACE

A Map of the Airspace is contained in Annex A, The lateral extent of the Bath Gap & Bath Gap B areas are defined
as follows:

1. Lateral Limits

1.1 Within this Lelter of Agreement (LOA) the lateral limits of the airspace (hereafter referred to as the Bath Gap] to be
ceded to the BGA for the routine operation of gliders launching from designated sites, participating in competitions or
otherwise complying with this LOA are defined as follows:

a) The boundaries of GD CTA-6 but excluding that portion of GD CTA-6 (hereinafter called the Doynton Fillet), which lies
10 the wast of the line from NS1 28 42 W002 23 38 to N51 26 05 W002Z 24 40 (approximately that portion of CTA-6 which
lies to the west of the foot of the Cotswold escarpment). The boundaries of GD CTA-6 are shown on the current ICAD
1500000 asronautical chart as that section of Bristal CTA overhead Bath and extending in an arc to the north and south
from Bath with a base of 3500ft.

This definition shall only be used by glider pilots navigating with visual reference to the surface with the assistance of an
electronic moving map derived from GPS pesition and current digital database which displays appropriate airspace.

b) The northern, southern and eastern boundaries of GD CTA-6 and the following geographical features to the west:
- The A367 main road from Radstock to the southwestern edge of Bath;
- The western edge of the built up area of Bath 1o Bath Racecourss;

- The clearly defined minor road from Bath Racecourse running north towards the village of Wick at the foot of the
Cotswold escarpment; and

- The foot of the Cotswold Escarpment northwards to Dyrham Park.
This definition shail be used by glider pilots navigating without the benefit of an electronic moving map.

1.2 Glider pilots must remain to the east of the western boundary of the Bath Gap at all times when operating in GD CTA-
6 under the terms of this LOA.

1.2 The Bath Gap B shall be the Bath Gap (GO CTA-6) as described above and area GO CTA-8 as shown on the current
ICAD 1:500000 aeronautical chart, which is the controlled airspace above Colerne Airfield with a base of 4500ft.

1.4 For glider pilots navigating without the benefit of an electronic moving map, GD CTA-B can be described as the
airspace adjacent to the M4 motorway that is East of the Cotswold Ridge as far as the Motorway services and ihen
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southwest bound, south of Colerne Airfield to the eastern edge of the Bath conurhation and then narth, following the
eastern boundary of CTA-6 (above).

2. Vertical Limits

2.1 Within this LOA the vertical limits of the Bath Gap are defined as follows:
a) Lower limit: 350C#t Bristol ONH

b) Upper limit: 4500ft Bristol QNH

2.2 The vertical limits of the Bath Gap B are defined as follows:

a) Lower limit: 35001t (CTA-6) and 45007t (CTA-8) Bristel ONH

b) Upper limit: 5000ft Bristol QNH

Any revision to the lateral and vertical exient of the segregated airspace described above, additionally requires
approval by the CAA (Safety and Airspace Regulation Group).]

3 PROCEDURES

The procedures to be applied between NATS and the Airspace User, are detailed in the Annexes to this Letter of
Agreement:

Annex A: Procedures

Annex B: Telephone Communications
Annex C: Abbreviations and Definitions
Annex D; Checklist

4 OPERATIONAL STATUS

All parties shall keep each other advised of any changes ¢ operational facilities or any other matters which may
affect the procedures specified in this Letter of Agreement.

b REVISIONS
Any revision to the Letter of Agreement, excluding the Appendix and Annexes, requires the mutual written consent
of the Letter of Agreement signatories or the successor to their position/roles and requires the LoA to be re-
signed.

Any revision to the Appendix and/or Annexes of the Letter of Agreement requires the mutual written consent of
the designated representatives of the signatories but does not require the LoA to be re-signed.

6 DEVIATIONS

When necessary the appropriate Operational Supervisor(s) and responsible representative of the Airspace User
may introduce, by mutual agreement, temporary modifications to the procedures laid down in the Annexes to this
Letter of Agreement for a specific time period within the existing term of this Letter of Agreament.

Any temporary change which would have the effect of increasing the lateral and/or vertical extent of the
segregaled airspace requires prior approval by the CAA (Safely and Airspace Regulation Group).

Instances may arise where incidental deviations from the procedures specified in the Annexes to this Letter of
Agreement may become necessary. Under these circumstances air traffic controllers are expected to exercise
thair best judgement to ensure the safety and efficiency of air traffic.
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7 CANCELLATION

Cancellation of this Letter of Agreement by one of the Signatories (or their successers) is possible at any time in
relation to ongoing and significant safety related matters which have not been remedied within a reasonable
period following regular consultation between the Signatories.

8 INTERPRETATION AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Should any doubt or diverging views arise regarding the interpretation of any provision of the present Letter of
Agreement or in case of dispute regarding its application, the parties shall endeavour to reach a solution
acceptable to them all.

Should no agreement be reached, each of the parties shall refer such dispute to the CAA for determination.

9 REQUESTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE LETTER OF AGREEMENT

Access 1o the Airspace is granted tc the Airspace User by NATS as the designated authority responsible for the
airspace detailed in this Agreement, on the terms set out in this Letter of Agreement. 1t is the responsibility of
Airspace User to seek NATS' agreement to any amendment of this Letter of Agreement.

Where the Airspace User wishes to amand the Letter of Agreement with NATS for access to the Airspace then the

Airspace User will send a written request to the NATS unit no later than three (3) months notice prior 1o the
propased amendment date.

10  REVIEWING THE LETTER OF AGREEMENT

It is the responsibility of all the parties to review this Letter of Agreement at least every 2 years.
A review of the Letter of Agreement may be requested by any of the Signatories and at any time.

When changes are made to the LoA, the appropriate footer of either the main body, Appendix ar Annex affected
will be updated. In addition, Annex D shall be updated to reflect the changes.
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SIGNED SIGNED

G/\/(' e
Steve O'Donoghu Name  S%.ca 71—~

General Manager Position/Role: Cego
Nats Bristol Organisation: L6 A

NATS (Services) Ltd

pate | O/OQJ 9\09{3\ DATE 23 o 7
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APPENDIX

EXPLANATORY NOTE FOR SEGREGATED AIRSPACE ARRANGEMENTS

Effective: 01/01/2022

Where segregated airspace in controlled airspace is required for the purposes of compliance with EU 923/2012
Standardised Rules of the Air, (SERA), the Civil Aviation Authority has authorised NATS 1o create and operate such
airspace in accordance with this Letter of Agreement.

App i

App.2

App.3

This Letter of Agreement allows the aircraft operated by the Airspace User specified in paragraph 1 of the
Letter of Agreement, which in accordance with SERA.6001 and Appendix 4 would be prohibited or restricted
to fly in the airspace specified in paragraph 2 of the Letter of Agreement, to instead fly in accordance with
the rules as specified in the Annexes to this Letter ¢f Agreement during periods of segregated operations.

For flight in Class D atrspace below 10,000t AMSL and above 3,0001t AMSL, or above 1,000ft above terrain,
whichever is the higher, the Visual Meteorological Cenditions to be complied with are those at SERA.5001
VMC visibility and distance from cloud minima Table $5-1:

a. Flight visibility: 5 km
b. Distance from cloud: 1,600m horizontally, 1,000ft vertically

'SERA’' means 'Standardised European Rules of the Air Regulation’ Commission implementing Regulation
{EU) No 923/2012 of 26th September 2012 laying down the common rules of the air and operational
provisions regarding services and procedures in air navigaticn as amended by (EU) 2015/340 and {EU)
2016/1185.
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ANNEX A

PROCEDURES

Effective: 01/01/2022

Al Map of the Airspace
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A2 Procedures

Times Of Activation

The Bath Gap shall only be activated between 1000 local and 1900 local or official night (whichever is earlier). The
length of activation will be commensurate with a flexible and fair use of airspace in blocks consisting of multiples of
ane hour, Eg: 3, 4, 5, 6 hours etz. Gliding organisations should only request activation from the earliest tikely ETA of their
first glider at the Bath Gap boundary until the latest realistic time of exit of their last glider from the Bath Gap airspace.
Longer activation pericds would he expected for major gliding competitions.

BGA and Bristol Radar Procedures

1. Notification and Activation

1.1 The activity status of the Bath Gap shzall be available as a voice message on the Gliding Activity telephone in Bristol
ATC. Pilots should call this number 01275 473820 for the activity status.

1.2 The Bath Gap may only be activated by one of the following authorised persons:
a) A Director of a regional or natienal gliding competition;

b) The Duty Instructor ar authorised person of one of the following gliding clubs:

- Bannerdown Gliding Club (Keevil)

- Bath, Wiltshire and North Dorset Gliding Club (The Park)

- Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club (Nympsfield)

- Cotswold Gliding Club (Aston Down)

- Mendip Gliding Club (Halesland)
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¢) Avon Hang-gliding and Paragliding Club (Separate LOA)
d} Bristol International Air Traffic Control (see paragraph 6)

1.3 The authorised person shall request activation for a specific time window with the Bristel ATC Watch Manager by
telephone (01275 473857 or 473712). This activation time window would be commensurate with the principle of a
flexible and fair use of airspace.

1.4 Subsequent authorised parsons can reguest additional activation time which may extend the original window.
1.5 The Bristol ATC Watch Manager shall authorise activation of the Bath Gap except in the following circumstances:

a) When Runway 27 is in use or weather forecasts indicate that Runway 27 is likely to be the runway in use &t Bristolin
that period.

b) When the minimum equipment requirement in paragraph 9 can not be met or maintenance is planned that will
preclude compliance.

c) Where a scheduled major event, such as the Bristol Balloon Fiesta or Red Arrows display, introduces additicnal
traffic management hazards, for the duration of that event.

1.6 The Bristol ATC Watch Manager shall note the details of the caller including contact telephone number and confirm
the current Bristol GNH.

1.7 When a refusal is made the Watch Manager should contact the requesting organisation if conditions change to
allow activation.

1.8 Following the telephone notification call and subject to paragraph 1.5, the Bristol ATC Watch Manager shall activate
the Bath Gap at the appropriata time, by:

a) Ensuring that IFR flights are vectored clear of the affected airspace and VFR flights are issued apprepriate traffic
information an the glider operations.

b) Appending the appropriate message to the Automatic Terminal Information Service (ATIS) — 126.025MHz with the
specific opening time window agreed with the authorised person.

¢} Switching the contact telephone message to the Bath Gap Active Message. This wilt confirm the Bath Gap specific
opening time and provide the Bristol QNH at the time of activation.

1.9 Gliders operated under the auspices of ane of the clubs listed in paragraph 1.2b, participating in a regicnal or
national competition, or non-radio gliders from other gliding clubs whose pilcts are appropriately briefed on the details
of this agreement, may then operate within the Bath Gap up to 456001t Bristol QNH in accordance with agreement.
Glider Pilots should obtain the up to date Bristol QNH from the Bristol ATIS or from Bristol ATC. The Bristol ATIS is
broadcast on Local Call Rate telephone number 0844 8481022,

1.10 Subsequent callers are 1o listen to the contact telephone message 01275 473820 {(or the ATIS broadcast) and on
hearing the appropriate message, may assume the Bath Gap is active for the specific time window. If & subseguent
authorised person wants to extend the notified period, then contact should be made with the Watch Manager on 01275
473857 / 473714,

1.11 Bristol Radar, the neminated clubs and competition directors shall maintain a log containing details of each
occasion the Bath Gap is activated. This shall form an official record of compliance with the agreement and assist with
the periodic reviews of the operation.

2. Activity Status Display

The activity status of the Bath Gap shall be clearly displayed at all appropriate radar conscles by selecting the
appropriate filled map'. The specified Opening Time window shall be clearly displayad.
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3. Glider Flight Rules
Gliders operating within the Bath Gap are to operate in accerdance with VIR at all times (see Appendix 1-3).
4. Radio Equipped Gliders (Bath Gap)

4.1 Pilots of radio equipped gliders shall not request activation of the Bath Gap, but shall request crossing clearance in
accordance with para 4.2. (See para 5 below, Bath Gzp B procedures),

4.2 If the Bath Gap is inactive, radio-equipped gliders must contact Bristol Radar and request a crossing clearance.
Bristol ATC shall, subject to the minimum delay necessary to ensure separation from other flights, authorise VFR
crossings of GD CTA-6 below 4500ft Bristol GNH.

4.3 Bristol ATC ghall, subject to normal ATC constraints, authorise VFR crossings of Bristol Controlled Airspace by radic
equipped gliders whenever possible, commensurate with the principle of a flexible and fair use of airspace.

5. Radio Equipped Gliders (Bath Gap B)

5.1 Only radio equipped gliders, whose pilots are appropriately briefed, can contact Bristol radar on Freq 125,650 1o
request activation of the Bath Gap B. Pilots can expect activation within & minutes of their request. Howaver, the more
notice that can be given by pilots before they reach the CTA houndary will prevent inconvenient delay in the activation.

5.2 The Radar Controllers shall ensure that their FPS display clearly shows that the Bath Gap B is active for the duration
of the transiting glider traffic,

53 Pilots must receive specific permission from Bristol Radar for each activation which is given for the time necessary
to transit the Bath Gap B. Pilots must keep a listening watch during their transit and must report when leaving
Contralled Airspace. This report would deactivate the airspace unless a subsequent pilot has made a similar request
and is still within the airspace.

5.4 Nothing in this letter of agreement shaft preclude individual glider pilots from requesting a Class D airspace
crossing as per normal practice on a tactical basis through any part of the Bristol CTA/CTR.

6. Activation By Bristol ATC

Bristol ATC may activate the Bath Gap at any time it the number of R/t calls from cross-country gliders is deemed by
the Radar controller or Watch Manager tc be detrimental to the efficient operation of the unit.

7. Separation and Traffic Information

7.1 Once the Bath Gap or Bath Gap B is active, Bristol Radar shall ensure that:
a) IFR traffic remains at least 500ft above the glider block.

b} IFR traffic remains outside the lateral limits of the agreed glider block.

¢) IFR traffic operating within 3nm of the block is passed traffic information on the gliding activity. (This may be by AIP
antry and ATIS message).

d) IFR traffic operating less than 1000ft above the block is passed traffic information on the gliding activity. (This may
be by AIP entry and ATIS message).

e} VFR traffic transiting the glider block is passed traffic information on the gliding activity.

7.2 The BGA agrees that during the times of activation, the club does not have sole or exclusive use of the Bath Gap &
Bath Gap B Gliding Blocks, and is to ensure that all glider pilots operating within the blocks are aware that other VFR
flights will continue to transit the airspace during periods of activation.

Effective 01/01/2022 Page A4 NATS - PRIVATE



8. De-activation

8.1 Bristol Radar shall assume that the Rath Gap is active for the specified opening time window. This may be with
more than one organisation and therefore may be an extended time. At the end of this period the ATIS message and
the answer phone message shall be discontinued.

8.2 Any gliders that are still in the Bath Gap at the end of the specified opening time shall leave Controlled Airspace.
Alternatively, radio equipped gliders can request to continue the transit in the normal way with Bristol Radar.

8.3 The Bath Gap B is deactivated on the RT repart of the pilot leaving controlled airspace. If for any reason the glider
pilot cannot contact Bristol Radar to report leaving controlled airspace (IE: radio failure), Bristol radar shall consider that
Bath Gap B is deactivated 1 hour after the last request for activation.

9, Minimum Equipment Reguirements

For the Bath Gap tc be activated, Bristol Radar must be capable of providing a radar service using either primary &
secondary radar, or secondary radar only
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ANNEX B

TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS

Effective: 01/01/2022

NATS Bristol Watch Manager Telephone - 01275 473857

NATS Bristcl Tower Telephone - 01275 473712
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ANNEX C

CHECKLIST
Section Effective Date Review Due by
Front Part 01/01/2022
Appendix 01/01/2022
Annax A 01/01/2022
01/01/2024
Annex B 01/01/2022
Annex C 01/01/2022
Annex D 01/01/2022
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