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Coming up-




Todays topic..!
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Is this even possible/safe?

Question 1 that | faced- Is this even possible?

The distance between point A and B, ie (from
coast to coast) is 110km, all across the water. So
in theory, 11000ft + is needed to make it across
safely- but is that actually the case?

2)- Where will the next climb come from?

Assuming a westerly/south westerly wind, the
primary wave bar being formed from the lake Sheffield
district is actually at around point C. So we need to ®
arrive high enough to contact that wave system.
So, point A to point C is 145km.

We need enough height to travel 145km, arriving at
a sensible height above the 3000ft mountains and
any cloud (what is the cloud forecast??)

Nottinghat




So, is it even possible? (I asked myself)




Safety? What'’s that then?




Safety? What’s that then?

Land out options-

-Chipping (Bowland Forest) would be favourite
if it all started going horribly wrong on route

-Carlisle Airport if we couldn’t pick up any
wave

-Barrow-in-furness, seems like an obvious best
choice, but it’s inconvenient for a retrieve..!

- Various other microlight strips
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What next then?




What weather do we need for
a wave task?
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Planning a wave/thermal task? el P
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What new potential has now been unlocked?

This is now where my crazy imagination takes
over!

The first thing that | thought of was to start in U SR @ @Eiss s Cauqt! DEEE|OWA =
wave, then fly south and do the rest in thermal. < 7NN 2L | TR
It’s perfectly possible to do a >800KM FAI triangle e 4 |

using this mentality. I’m familiar with most of this ~ {EESEINEE™ SN e =, AT
area, | used to fly from Sutton Bank. p W Y : N/ ) é

| think we can do leg 1 and leg 2 all in wave, and YNBSS B 3% 2
then leg 3 (around 230km in this task) in thermal. \‘ 3 O . —
If we were to time it well (ie, midday at TP2), we SO A S -

would only need to average 50kph, into a ~20kt
headwind, to make it back home for 5pm or so.

BUT- Finding a good wave morning, followed by a
decent thermal afternoon is rare. Plus, the

&

likelihood is that the wave will mess up the e NN TR e
thermals as we get closer to home.




What about pure wave tasks?
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55° 08.180N 006" 18.474W
No map object near ‘clicked"’
Cursor - 288.74 km

Task - 1210.08 km

Base : Denbigh

Point |WCdee IrDmﬂnn’rilTask IrHame n

Stat DEN Denbigh

1 BEN 22557 )3 Bentpath
2 WBS 187.39 8 Wetherby ¢
3 BRP 4899 19.31 Brampton
Finish BGG 209.72 27.18 Brgg
Total 771.67 v
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A straightforward 1000km Diploma?
4}

N
b

A very similar task to the
previous one, but with
longer legs to make
1000km, which would be
good for a 1000km
diploma.

| think this task should be
pretty straight forward,
with 2 trickier bits on the
northern turnpoints under
lower airspace.

Ok, time to get
adventurous....
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56" 04.914N 005" 34.300W

No map object near "clicked”
Cursor - 35183 km
Task - 1323.85 km

Stat DEN Denbigh
1 BET 235.12 23.23 Beattock
2 PCT 22713 2245 Pontefract
3  AUL 22715 2245 Auldgith
Finish BIL 32252 31.87 Bilinghay

Total: 1011.92

SCOTLAND-ABC 08/05/03 OPE! P King

TaskNAV (c) 1993 - 2023
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Point |Code | Distfkm]| Task %[ Name
Stat DOG Dolgellau
1 TOG 639.07 50.00 Tongue
Finish DOG 639.07 50.00 Dolgellau

Total: 1278.13
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¥l Tasks and Fiights .. | X

. Files View Optins Help | |
DeEHS O @ 7
=EQF MK (& B
+« 4| A DO |P
+ v H-P X El =

57" 42 583N 010" 03.035W
No map object near ‘clicked’
Cursor - 653.80 km

Task : 2452 41 km

Base - Lleweni Parc

Stat LLE Ueweni Pa
1 DLS 48409 32.07 Dallas

2 BRN 450.35 29.83 Bum

3 PEE 252.12 16.70 Peebles
Finish WRA 323.01 21.40 Wragby
Total: 1509.56
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What have | achieved so far? (Thermal tasks)

650km, rubbish at the
e the abandon), but it was
periment. (With Liam Ward

I Ooon |y

August ‘22 with Patrick Greer. Better Wave,
rubbish thermal conditions. 730km OLC

WALES ENG.



My latest attempt at something interesting...!

This was my most recent bigger one, covering around ' Newcastle
700km out of the 750km task, using mountain waves. AT UDOﬂ.Ty”G

Starting in North Wales at around 18,000ft, crossing
into the lake district (110km across the water). Then
crossing the Scottish Border north Of Carlisle to my
first turning point, Bentpath. After that, | turned
south east into the Vale of York, turning
Knaresborough, then back to my last turning point,
Canonbie, across the Scottish Border again.

Isle of Man

| then, due to a couple of reasons to come, followed
the west coast of England and landed at Manchester
Barton at Sunset.




My latest attempt at something interesting...!

Task Declaration- Newcastle
Tp3 upon Tyne

Start:Lleweni Parc “

TP1: Bentpath

TP2: Knaresborough

TP3: Canonbie

Finish: Lleweni Parc

START/




My most recent adventure-
how did it go?

The task declaration is in grey on the map. 750kms.

We climbed up in North Wales slower than we hoped. It
took almost 2 % hrs to get high enough to cross the
110km sea crossing into the lake district.

On a good day it would take around 1hr to get to
19,000ft, which meant that we had 1 3% hrs less time to
do the task than I’d hoped.

On this late October day, we also had to wait for rain to
go through before taking off, around 09am.

Fortunately we only needed to wait around 10 mins for
ATC to let us cross the airway.
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On route to TP2




“Running out of time”

We had weak lift going in and out of the 2" Turn
point, but we were able to cruise at 60-85knots
while climbing most of the time.

Isle of Man Ll
We then got back across the Scottish border with < 0
ease securing the 3 TP. S P
By the time we got back to the Lake District, which o 2t EGNJ
Is where the best wave was, we then had to work

out how to get home. However, it was now around 1
hour until sunset... we were running out of time!

O

———

The area that we were in had a limit of FL125,
which was class A airspace. My plan was to beg for

access and to be allowed in. (I have been allowed in
to class A before, but sadly, not this time)




Looking at land out options...




London had geared up Blackpool for us to
landout at. However, | am very much a lazy
human being, | know that Blackpool would be
over 2hrs to drive to. Bugger that!

Bowland forest was less of a drive, which




Most tracked aircraft in the world!

Most tracked Bookmarks Stats IEE S

Most tracked flights e

1. GILEW 7700 11,788 ias
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¢ City Airport Webcam East

yalrportandneliport.co

And arrived at Barton safely!

B my gt
/// y gliding
u/,m members
and asked
someone to get
us from Barton.
The trailer was
on route before
we even landed!

Thanks lan!!

- P 4 We were then
being watched
during the de-
rig on Bartons
Webcam!




Can | get back home in wave?

to get back there and
ir airliner traffic.

Ulverston
@ Dall ir;Fur sS

)
Updated: 12:38am BST 10 km




How to get back home

in wave? -

el

mplete an O/R, | need to

o aptle to Ccol 4
/@5/,1 B |

set home in the wave.

LU 2

.

- vould be to gain access to the Class

A over the lake district, being able to get
5 instead of FL125 would be plenty

,/ eight to get home across the water.

’ve applied to the CAA for an ‘ACN’
(Airspace Co-ordination notice) which
would allow me in a pre-planned area at an
agreed height and time. I’m hopeful this
will be approved.

Plan B- Utilise the Isle of Man wave, head
west from the Lakes, climb higher, simples?
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Last weeks effort...

\\
L

'his day gave us very strong WNW winds
and I h ///4//?///{ portunity to try a little out
/

t o he challenging thing about

-
N\

a

his // the ~70kt winds at flying & 0 oliEveye s /3
ghts. The task was 320kms. Y B W SN L Kingdom

| thought it was a fantastic opportunity to <

~ attempt to get back home from the Lake ' .
DiStriCt in wave. ;“u ' '_ Vi & Manchester

‘pool Shi

The main reason why | thought it was ideal was that there was good wave >
forecasted outside of controlled airspace. It was exactly as forecasted (thanks ;
Skysight/RASP) and we climbed to around 16,500ft before setting off back
home. | set off with around 4000ft above a 3kt Mcready (which seemed like a
sensible margin considering the distance over the water!). | was making

slightly harder work for Scottish due to timing, but they fit us in kindly. S =

0000ft  +0.0kts

10:21:19




So why isn’t there lift in that spot all the time?

If the wind is from W-NW, you can see that
this ridge will produce wave on the lee side.

The issue is that some of the bigger flights
planned, will need a SWly wind and this won’t
really produce good enough wave.

In a SWly we’d be picking up wave behind
these bigger peaks, which, unfortunately, is
under the FL125 Class A airspace.

Which then leads us back to the previous
conundrum where we ideally need access to
that Class A on those SWly wind days.




Whats Next?

The missing piece of my puzzle
is now to work out if it’s even
possible to make this gap from
Milfield area into Scotland AND
back again...

If it is possible, then assuming
the right conditions on a long
day, there are some huge
distances up for grabs. 1500km?

As soon as there is an
opportunity to try it, | will try
it! (Any volunteers to crew?!)




0816 32 ’%‘fl“ 52%.
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I’ll leave you with this g .- peg -
Funny failed attempt in May ‘21..! e

Altitude: 16,108ft
Height AGL: 16,108ft
Vario: -7.8kts

60s Vario: -4.3kts
Last position: 5s
Receiver: Poulton
Model: Arcus M
Flarm ID: DDEDBF
Type: Glider

Leeds®

MANCHESTER*

Stoke-on-Trent*
Notting

BIRMINGHAM = N

50 km
Leaflet | Aircraft info: OGN, Map: CARTO | 30 mi

< @ vz =




Thanks for listening!




Any Questions?
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